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Dear friends,

This month’s commentary—the third instalment of an astrologica
analysis of phase changes in the most momentous outer planet
configurations in the modern epoch—steps into the near future for a
closer look a the 2010s.

—Bill Herbst

SATURN-URANUS-PLUTO (PART THREE)

Simultaneous dignments between Saturn, Uranus, and Pluto occur, on average, twice in each century. These
paterns dways form through one of four mgor angular configurations:

1. TripleConjunction—when al three planets come together within a given sign. The last time that
happened was in 1850-1851.

2. Square—when two of the planets conjoin and the third islocated 90 degrees ahead or behind the two
that are together. The last time that hgppened was in 1820.

3. Opposition—when two of the planets are conjoined while the third is hafway round the zodiec,
opposite both of them. This was the configuration tha occurred during the 1960s.

4. T-square—when two of the planets are opposed to each other while athird is perpendicul ar to both,
forming aright triangle. The last time tha configuration took shape in the heavens was in 1930-1931.
The same pattern will recur in 2010-2011 and isthe subject of this commentary.

In dl four of these configurations, the movements of the three individua bodies—Seturn, Uranus, and
Pluto—are interpreted through ther three paired cyd es—Saurn-Uranus, Saturn-Pluto, and Uranus-Pluto—
that activate together a various turning points of mgor phase change.



Seasons

Wha's a“phase change?” In the context of thisessay series, a phase changeis aquarterly transitionin a
cyde Every month, our Moon changes phase four times reative to the Sun: New, First Quarter, Full, and
Last Quarter. Each year, as the earth moves around the Sun, the tilt of our poles’ axis creaes four transitions
in equinoxes and sol stices that give usthe seasons: spring, summer, autumn, and winter.

This four-fold sequence—New phase (Spring), FHrst Quarter phase (summer), Full phase (autumn), and Last
Quarter phase (winter)—is the essentid structure a the very heart of astrology. In our history asa species
on the earth, dl the way back to our roots as hunter-foragers, an understanding of thechanging seasons was
critica to human surviva . When humanity devel oped agriculture and settled into farming at the birth of
cvilization 11,000 years ago, seasons became even more the measure of our activities.

Even the advent of theindustrid revolution and theatificdd environments of modern civilization cannot do
away with seasons, for their meaning isnot just external—in the obviousinfluences of dimate, temperature,
and weather—but internal as well, as cocks within the psyche tha tel uswhere we arein the rhythmic
flow of cydictime Seasons are the musica besdts of 4/4timeinour eath-centered cosmos.

So, phase changes are the “nudges” or “shocks’ announcing that we are leaving one season and entering
another, tdling us to change our activities and aur emotiona arientations. How shocking the announce-
ments are depends on which phese is changing and in what cyde. For collective humanity, the three cycles
that involve Saturn, Uranus, and Pluto are anong the most important and shocking of al. These three docks
have very loud darms because they hit usa the leve of our degpest collective sleep, where we are most
habituated and resistant to change. When their darms go off together, and in certain configuretions, they
indicate tha humanity and civilization are heading into very turbulent times, where extreme changeis
ineviteble

Different Configurations, Different Meanings

In each of thefour possible configurations aove for the dignment of Saturn, Uranus, and Pluto and the
simultaneous activetion of their paired cydes, three “sessons’ are changing phase together.

In the Triple Conjunction dignment of 1850-1851, each cyd e was beginning anew, heading into ring. So
that configuration had the“code” of spring-spring-spring. At the level of our collective evolution, thet
period was dl aout heading urgently into new territory, plunging ahead, and leaving behind everything thet
was known. The sheer momentum of the Industria Revol utioninthe mid-19th century was stunning The
seads of world commerce (Taurus) and socid revolution planted during that time took off like rockets as
civilization rushed headlong into modernity.

In the Opposition dignment of the 1960s, with Uranus and Pluto together and Saturn opposite, the code was
spring-autumn-autunn. One cyd e was beginning, while two others were culminating. That’s much more
complex, referencing both the future and the past a once. During the 1960s configuration, the cyde moving
into spring was Uranus-Pluto, the longest and most radical of the three, implying that we were again taking
the plunge, thistime to understand holistic systemsand hed society (Virgo) through scientific advancement
and radical mass movementsthat will take nearly a century to develop. At the same time, the other two
cydes culminaing at their autumn transitions (Saturn-Uranus and Saturn-Pluto) were of much shorter
duration, connected to arecent past inthe catastrophic conflicts of globa war during the 1940s As aresult,
those two “harvests’ bore quite bitter fruit. Thedecade of the 1960s thus encompassed the excitement and
passion of new possihilities within a sad legacy of conflict and violence

In the T-square configuration, two planets are opposite with the third perpendicular to ther axis. When the
aspects are visudly displayed inan astrologicd chart, this right triangle lookslike adraftsman’s T-square,
thus the name. Of the four possible configurations, the T-square is the only one that doesnot have a
conjunction. This means tha none of the three cydes is beginning. Therefore, no springtime, and nothing
that isan inherently new development. Insteed, dl three cydes of the T-square reference the past in one way
or another.

The seasona code of the T-square isvariable, depending on the placement of the three outer planets. One
cydewill necessarily be @ the autumn transition into harvest, since two planets are opposite The third
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planet perpendicular to the opposition may be indicate either summer or winter transitions in its two cycles.
So, three codes may exist: summer-summer-autumn, summer-autumn-winter, or autumn-winter-winter. The
first combination isthe most dynamic, the second themost contradictory, and the third the most wrenching.

TheWild Ride of the 2010s

The extreordinary period we're about to move into, which isdefined by the first-quarter square of the
Uranus-Pluto cyde, beginsin May 2007 and is active dl the way through March 2020. That 13-year ride
will gear up in fitsand startsfrom mid-2007 to mid-2009, accel erate dramatically in mid-2009 to mid-2011,
then achieve criticd massin 2012. What happens after that, in two more significant joltsthrough 2020, will
be the subject of many future essays. All told, the entire 13-year period bresks down into five distinct sub-
phases, each of which will cascade into the next.

Here we are concerned only with the second of those five periods: the Saturn-Uranus-Pluto T-square,
eff ective from August 2009 through Augus 2011.

The Uranus-Pluto cycle will still be revving up as the T-square takes shape, but it sets the tone for the
entire period of the 2010s. Asafirst-quarter or summer transition, the cycleisconnected to the past, toits
beginnings in spring planting. When was that? The 1960s. Does this mean tha the 2010swill look like the
1960s? Not a dl. In the metaphor of farming, the activities of preparing the fidds and planting seeds in
spring are quite different from the tasks of tending the growing crops through weeding and watering during
summer.

In astrology, the new phase of any cydeisdesply emotiond, dmost instinctive. Something new isrising
into consciousness, we ling up from the unconscious, propdled by the primordid momentum of life-force.
The process is usudly childlikeor adolescent in tone, and often passionae, wildly spontaneous, and
compulsively driven in behavior.

After the turbulence of birth, however, the pettern shifts. Energy goes underground into rooting. Nothing
seems to hgppen on the surface for quiteawhile. All isquiet again. Then, a the summer transition, the root
systems have absorbed sufficient energy to push upward and outward into external growth.

Have you ever driven past avacant lot onyour way to and from work each day? One day you notice asign
reading, “Future site of...” In the next weeks, bulldozers and backhoes appear, dearing the ground and
diggingabighole Later, cement mixers show up, and afoundation ispoured. All this isslow and may teke
months. Then onemorning yau drive by and notice aflatbed truck piled with gacks of 2 x 4s, 2x 6s, and
plywood sheathing. A bunch of guysin work shirts and jeans weering tod bdts are standing around drinking
their morning | attes. Ah, the framing crew. You don’t think much about it, but when you passthe lot again
on your drive hame that evening, lo and behold, there's a building there! After dl thosemonths, bang! In
one day, abuilding. Certainly, the buildingisn’t finished yet. It's jug an externd structure, little more than
ahollow shel. But it wasn't there yesterday.

That isthe summer transition: the sudden chdlenge to physicaly manifest something that was gaining
strength internaly and invisibly for alongtime The shift isback into urgency again, thistime not in the
passion of birth, but in the hard work of building durable structures in red life Timeitsf seems to speed

up.

The emotiond eruption of mass movements that chalenged the established culture during the 1960s wil |
need to be grounded inredity during the 2010s. What were then free-form ideas or inchoate emotions must
soon take concrete and workable forms. It's dl well and good to say, “Power to the People,” but how should
that power be distributed and expressed in working communities? If ecology issoimportant, why do we
collectively continue to ravage the environment? Those questions could not be answered in the 1960s; they
will be addressed in the2010s, because red crises will force our hand.

Overthrowing the old order requires anew order in itsplace, and that tekes discipline rether than exuber-
ance. Youthful rebdlion givesway to more mature pragmatism. Controlled chaos may be a contradiction in
terms, but it's part of thechalenge of deding with Uranus and Pluto a first quarter, especidly as they
interact with Saturn.
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Just as occurred with the framing crew, time will seem to accel erate dramaticdly. Crises of survivd will
aisethat require us to gat on with the building of anew world, and do it right now, immediatdy. The
chdlenges will be pragmatic, na philosophicd. We Il know what needs to be done. The questionis whether
we can collectivey marsha the will and the strength to accomplish the necessary tasks.

The second cyde in importance is Saturn-Uranus which will be @ its hdfway point or autumn transition,
with the two planets in oppasition. This isthe same phase that occurred during the 1960s, so we have
another connection tothat decade. The similaity isinthe chalenge to authority, shocks to institutions, and
disruption of the status quo. Revolutionary coups will again atempt to overthrow fatering old guards on
many leves and in numerous ways.

Unlike the 1960s however, whose Saturn-Uranus cyd e referenced its beginnings in 1941-1943 during
World War 11, the Saturn-Uranus opposition tha’s coming will represent the harvest of seeds planted in
late-1986 to early-1990. What happened in the late-1980s that was dgnificant interms of the symbolism of
this cyde? The most important series of events centered around the unexpected breakdown and eventud
dissolution of the Soviet Union, out of which 15 new and independent states emerged. That extreordinary
collgpse was provoked not by assaults from outside, but by a combination of economic bankruptcy,
longstanding corruption (essentidly rot from within), and an upwdling of persistent grassrootsreform
movements that gnawed away like termites a the foundation.

Wha we are likdy to e as we move into the 2010sisa culmination of similar forces a work in seemingly
powerful nationsthroughout the world. Economic decay, corruption, and reform movements will cod esce.
First world societies, especidly America, could crack and crumble. Institutionswill collgpse, sometimes
quietly in smal steps, other times noidly and dl & once

This process will stat as Saturn and Uranus move within 10-degree orb in October 2007, degpen as Pluto
moves into Cgpricorn in 2008, and then quake in various pre-shocks as the T-square activaes from 2009-
2011. Politicd and economic structures may hold on tenuously through 2012-2013, but the full monty
arives by 2014-2015, when Uranus and Pluto form agrand cross in cardind signs with the USA chat’s
Sun-Saturn square. Just asthe Soviet Union went through four years of atempted adjustment with Glasnost
and Perestroika before the full collapse, globd stability will likewise give way in dages as the shocks
accumulae.

The third of the three cydes is Saturn-Pluto, which will enter its last-quarter phase a the winter transition
from November 2008 to August 2011. That cyde charts the ebb and flow of aur collective fears—especidly
a thelevd of nation-states—and our aggressive-defensive reections to red or imegined threds.

In many astrologicd cydes, the last-quarter shift intowinter isthe easiest and least consequentid of the
four quarterly transitions since it represents detachment from the results o the previous three phases.
Farmers plant inspring, tend in summer, and harvest in autumn, but they stop farming in winter to mend
fences, fix machinery, and go to the bank to arrange loans for next spring’s planting. Winter brings a pulling
inward to recover and liefdlow in preparation for the next birth a spring. So, the last-quarter winter
transition is symbolicadly aout letting go of the past.

With Ssturn-Pluto, however, the shock of detachment during the winter transition sometimes leads to
escaldion. The defeat of Custer’s 7th Cavdry by Sioux, Cheyenne, and other Indian tribes at the Little Big
Horn occurred during alast-quarter Seturn-Pluto transit (1874-1876). That so-cdled “massacre” (ectudly a
defensive battle) provoked the U.S. Army into more aggressive retaiation and goen genocide of Native
Americans. More ominously, World War || began under alast-quarter Saturn-Pluto transit (1939-1941) as
the German blitzkrieg progressively engulfed western Europe. Emboldened by his early successes, Hitler's
eventuad overreach led the “thousand-year Reich” to ultimate and totd destruction after only 13 years.

So, potentid violenceis the wild-card in the volatile mix of the T-square, d ong with probable retdiation
and escd ating warfare that backfires massively on the atackers. Meanwhile, draconian measures to tighten
internd security through repression and lockdown are the shadow effects, but governments buckling under
stress will be hard-pressed to gve more than lip-service to such controls. Cregtive anarchy may be too
strong to suppress.

page 4 (of 5total)



Unintended Consequences

Because the T-square configuration focuses the powerful stresses of its three active cydes a the point of the
triangle, where Pluto enters Capricorn, the predictable range of possible triggers—ecologicd disasters,
socid unrest and politicd revolt, terrorism and war—are very likely to provoke unpredictable and quite
unintended consequences, namey, governmenta collgose and economic meltdown.

The geopoliticd mgp of the world has been in turmoil for the past two centuries. Nations and governments
have come and gone, emerging and passing avay, to be replaced by new nations and new governments.
Such diguptions sgnd periods of instability and turmoil, but they are not necessarily disastrous to ordinary
human beingsin the mass. While chaotic, the collgpse of the Soviet Union a the end of the 1980swas
remarkably peaceful by comparison to the mass violence that had taken such a dreedful toll on humanity
earlier in the 20th century. In fact, the rd ocdization of government by smaler communities that band
together is likdy to be one of the silver linings, aranbow that shines forth even inthe midst of the starm.

Economic collgpse isan dtogether different story. As we saw inthe 1930s when the last Saturn-Uranus-
Pluto T-square occurred, great depressions are world-changing catastrophes, adversdy &f ecting the day-to-
day lives of billions of people around the globe.

Theincreasing gldbdization of the world economy—a ong with the fiscd agencies and mercantile markets
that centrdize commerce—has created a matrix of such complex interdependence that locdlized economic
failures are no longer ilated events, but instead quickly ripple aound the world. So far, tha has been the
strength of globd capitaism, to act as a shock absorber when market fissures open or smal financid or
currency eruptions occur. But in economics as in politics and warfare, overreach isan invitation to disaster,
in this case, through a sequentid economic collgpse and subsequent globa depression of staggering
proportions.

Numerous factors have brought us to the brink of the economic precipice, induding massive specul ation—
where monetary currencies themse ves are the products be ng traded—as well as the huge expansion of fia
money and leveraged debt, plusthe exponentid growth of financid derivatives and hedge funds. Markets
now reect to changes with such geed that those in charge of steering the globd ship cannot meke adjust-
ments in direction nimbly enough. So, inthe parlance of what isprobably thesingle most ripe parable for
modern civilizaion, the “unsinkable’ luxury liner Titanic cannot avoid its impending collision with the
iceberg.

In amore painfully accurate scenario, our Titanic hasalready hit the iceberg and is rapidly taking onwater
bd ow decks. Some passengers and crew have not yet been informed, whileothers simply refuse to bdieve
that the glorious ship issinking. Bothignorance and denid, however, will be swept avay inthe 2010s, and
ameee of scrambling for the lifeboats will follow. Themgority of passengers—those in Third-Class
steerage—will not be pleased when they find out tha there are no lifeboats for them, only for the privileged
few in First Class.

Paradoxically, the coming decade isd so thebest opportunity humenity will get to begin deaning up the
mess we've made. The last 150 years have been like a drunken party that turned into a barroom brawl. Over
the past 30 years, the smdl segment of humanity that remained well-off and unwounded has collectivdy
swigged down the contents of the last remaining unbroken bottles behind the bar inafind orgy of intoxica
tion. The 2010swill be the morning &fter, the hangover to end dl hangovers, and the shock of obering up.

Bill Herbst residesin Olympia, Washington. To learn about his telephone sessions with clients go to
hisweb dte at www.billherbst.com, and click on the link in the upper right corner for Sessions FAQ.
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