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Dear friends,

Last month | discussed wha were then upcoming astrological events. Of
those, the first of the Fixed Grand Crosses isdready over, and the
Mercury retrograde is soon to phase out as Mercury goes direct on
December 4th. Mars will soon follow back into direct motion onthe 9th.
The second Fixed Grand Cross—longer and more powerful in symbol-
ism—has just begun. All those events were andyzed in terms of ther
formation, timing, and ther psychological and spirituad meanings for
individuads. Thismonth’'s newsl etter focuses on possible politicd
implications of the current Grand Cross over the next 18 months.

THE GRAND CRosS IN PoLiTICS

In last month’'s newsl etter, | wrote that Fixed Grand Crosses are about vaues and gods, and especidly
about means and ends. Do the ends justify the means? Do the god's we seek dlow us to use any means to
achieve them? In thefind andysis, are we who we say we are, or do our actions reveal that we are not in
harmony with our propaganda? These questions have dways been relevant to hard-bal politics throughout
American history, but the disconnect has reached epic proportions.

Unlike the post-9/11 years of 2002-2003, where truth-tdling and dissent were drowned under atidd wave
of institutiondized war fervor and jingoism based on fear, we now move into a period where what was
“hidden inplain sight,” soto goeak, will be revealed as the sle ght-of -hand distractions are cut away .

Suddenly, people are tuned into the lies, deceits, and artificial posturing of others, as if our B.S radar had
a last kicked in. Everyone can “fed” everyone dse€ s masks. We may not dways know wha or who is
behind the masks, but the masks themsdves are morphing from opague to transparent. The acid-test of
reality isnow beginning to reveal which of our individud fantasies and collective dreams have been
deusiond.

For politicians, who ded in liesonadaily basis, thistimeis especidly embarrassing.. Politics is, of
course, acynicd profession. Hel, it's a cesspool. And when the great unwashed beast of “the public’ —
having been poked, prodded, and dtogether abused by many of those in power—findly avakens from its



slumber in anger, as it does periodically for short periods, politicians scrambleto cover their buttsand
mollify the lynch mob. They spin like whirling dervishes.

THE WAR IN IRAQ

The Grand Cross occurring in our heavens over the next two months, with reactivations and continuing
repercussions over the year and a hdf to follow, caries the symbolic implication of afairly dramatic shift
in the politica winds. In red events, that wind now whipping through the Bdtway was generated largdy
by the American public's growing negativity toward the absurdist tragedy ongoing in Irag, through a
needless war that our feckless “Commander-in-Chief” declared over and won before it had really begun.

Millions of Americans—including mysdf—were staunchly opposed to the war in Irag from wel before
the start. Allow me to reestablish my anti-war credentids by quoting from my own newsl etter of March,
2003, just weeks bef ore the invasion began:

“Anyone who has read these newsl etters over the past months knows where | stand on
war. I'm against it, flat-out. On the scale of doing good versus doing harm, war inevita:
bly ends up onthe extreme end of harm. There is no such thing as a‘good’ war. The
price is dways catastrophic, measured in dmost any terms we can conceive.”

Those of us who were opposed to the invasion—whether peace activists, radicals, libetarians, ex-soldiers
who understood the red horrors of war, or just plan folks—were excoriated as “traitors’ by the adminis-
tration and the mainstream press back in 2002-2003. (Those same media pundits are now turning to bite
the hands of ther masters.) The fact tha the war has played out as the nightmare we foresaw provides
little satisfaction and no solace.

Does the Grand Cross signd an end tothe war in Iraq? Sadly, no. Given that our dduded President listens
to no one but the quasi-religious voices inside hisown head, and since Congress isstill filled to the brim
with imperidists—both Republicans and Democrats—the savagery will continue.

Voices of dissent, such as Rep. Jack Murtha's, will incresse in numbers over the next months (you know
we re introuble when the only truth and sanity among those in power comes from the Pentagon and its
closest supporters), but Bush will not be moved.

The problem withthe President is that seeing through hismask reveds only another equdly illusory mask
underneath. Ped off the 5,000 layers of Bush's onion and you get nothing. No redity at dl, just confusion
and disturbed, adolescent emotion. Poor George W. is one bad dream &fter another. He's a hollow shell,
an empty suit. Nobody’s home and the lights aren’t even on. Despite tha, Bush's evangelicd base will
continue to prop him up, avash as they are in their own fundamentalist fantasies.

Despite the administration’s denid, withdrawal from Iraq will be discussed anong the public and in the
media At some pointin the next year agradual drawdown of troops may begin, but the killing and
maming of American soldiers and especidly of Iraqgi civilians will go on. The imperidistsin power are
not about to give up their recently-built military bases in Irag. Massacres on the ground will be replaced
by massacres from the air. The insurgency will continue whether we stay or leave

For my andl pat, | continue the mantral’ve chanted since the invasion: Get out. Get out NOW. Com-
pletdy. Leave Iraq to the Iragis.

A GAGGLE OF SCANDALS

So, if we are like dinosaurs trapped in the tar pit of Irag, where might the Grand Cross make a difference
politicaly? The most obvious manifestations and strongest correspondences of the configuration will
likey occur in scandd's surrounding lies, deceptions, covert mafeasance, or generd incompetence (Saturn

in Leo oppose Neptune in Aquarius being prodded by Jupiter and punctured by Mars from the Scorpio-
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Taurus axis). As withtruffle-rooting pigs, the tdltde scent of buried secrets is wafting to the surface in
revelations that will adversdy affect various individuds in positions of high authority, while others, lower
on the ladder’ s rungs, will be inspired by the opportunity to rise through the ranks.

Heads are dready on the chopping block. Congressiona |eaders Tom Deay and Bill Fist are now hogtied
by ongoing investigations into dleged misdeeds and improprieties (which couldn’t happen to a nicer
couplée). While these bad boys continue to protest their innocence, other public humiliations are dready
underway. The Abramhoff |obbying investigation that snagged Delay is just the tip of a huge iceberg of
incredible corruption now approaching metdown. The Grand Cross may provide dl the heat necessary.
Casein point: Congressman “Duke’ Cunningham's recent tearful confession about taking millions in
bribes from sleazy defense contractors. For awhile, a lesst, we may see some progress toward deaning
out the fetid troughs of the D.C. pigsty, where dl thelittle piglets gather to feed and snort on their way to
becoming big, rich hogs.

Within the Bush administration, sacrificid lambs will take the heat for the President, whose chart is
dready under great pressure, but who will be protected a dl costs. Harriet Miers has dready gone down,
as has Scooter Libby.

The charts of Vice-President Dick Cheney, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumddd, and Secretary of State
Condolesza Rice are dl pulled into the vortex of the Grand Cross, sothey are vulnerable to some much-
deserved comeuppance. Of that unholy trio, Cheney (who must surely be the anti-Christ) is most at risk,
since the Grand Cross smacks the Sun in hischart. Rice may end up with some egg on her face (eggs and
Rice?), but Rumsfdd is most likdy to sal through unscathed, even though heis now roundly hated in the
Pentagon. Curiously, Karl Rove's chart is only minimdly affected by the Grand Cross, but hisgoose may
dready be cooked (and it's about time).

Despite the aggressive edge of this period, however, don’t expect any catastrophic upheavals in govern-
ment. The most commonly used chart for the United States (cdled the “Sibly” chart for July 4th, 1776) is
mostly unaffected by the Grand Cross. The USA chart iscoming out of avery difficult period over the last
two years, where confusion and deception reigned with Neptune-Mars transits while Saturn’s influence on
the country as awhole weighed heavily to hold bogus authority inplace. As those influences ebb avay
and are replaced by significant Uranian activity, shocks of awakening and unexpected changes of direc-
tion are quite likdy. Note how the mainstream mediais dready commenting on the sudden shift in the
country’ s mood as the status quo ischdlenged. That feeling will increase throughout 2006.

In generd, though, those in the disaffected public who cal for impeachment of President Bush are just
whistling Dixie. Not asnowball’s chance. Not soon, anyway. Conversdy, choir members who pray for a
miracul ous resurrection of BushCo's plummeting populaity in public goproval pollswill be sordy
disappointed, too. Bush won’'t go down for the count, but he's likdy to take quite a beeting and remain
one very unhgopy camper.

For people who are disappointed that only one indictment has been handed down so far by Specid
Prosecutor Fitzgerdd in the Wilson-Plame investigation, | would advise await-and-see dtitude. Just sit
back and watch what unfolds over the next months. This Grand Cross has legs, and Ftzgerald is a
methodical, thorough, and incorruptible bloodhound. The wheds of justice may turn slowly, but they are
in motion and will grindinexorably over time

During September-October of 2005, smdll cracks appeared in the politicd stonewalling of lies and
secrecy, culminaing intheindictment against Libby. By early next year, those cracks could steadily
widen and the dam might be breached. Cheney better stay in hisbunker, because December and January
could see some serious flooding in BushCo Vdley. As momentum builds, aggressive efforts to substanti-
ae further dlegations and prosecute crimes will continue through early May, 2006.

By that point, we should know where more bodies are buried (as if we couldn’t guess dready). Public
outrage—meaning disillusionment for some and dation for others—will reech apeak next spring. From
May until the midterm Congressiona dections in November 2006, we should see a desperate atempt on
the part of Republicans to shore up ther sinking ship through damage control and spin, while formerly
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spindess Democrats suddenly gain new-found courage to present an “dternative.” An aroused public,
however, will be no more likdy to embrace Democrats than Republicans, since corruption ispandemic on
both sides of the asle.

Whatever the results of the midterm Congressiond dections in November of 2006, during the ten months
that follow—al the way through the summer of 2007—we will probably see an effort on the pat of
politicos and spin doctors in both parties to pacify adisturbed and restless public by the construction of a
new edifice of comforting propaganda. One Tower of Babel fdls; another arises in its place. So, dear
friends, think twice before drinking the new, improved poisoned Kool-Aid. As Pete Townshend wrotein
The Who' s songWon't Get Fooled Again, “Meet the new boss. Same as the old boss.” Locdly-based
grass-roots activism is the best medicineto hed a least some of wha als this country. Power brokers
inside the Betway will ignore the will of the people until sufficiently pressured to pay atention by
increasing locd reform or outright civil disobedience.

All indl, we have moved into a period of revelation tha should be fascinaing to observe. The past five
years have represented asingulally low ebb in the history of the American republic. Asasad crescendo to
the cumulative follies of the past three decades—which induded corporate takeover of government and
culture, looting of the commons by the wedthy and influentid, plus nearly unrestrained empire-building
and rampant militarism—we have witnessed the steady erosion and dismantling of many of the creaive
compromises that made this country a decent place.

The genius of Americawas never in ideologicd purity, but inacrazy-quilt amadgam of rdativey untram-
meed capitaism and rdativey progressive socidism. Freedom to pursue commerce and dreams of wedth
were counterweighted by ideds of equd social justice and amodestly leve playing fidd. Snce Resgan,
however, too many Americans were seduced by right-wing propaganda and fell into hypnotic slegp while
the ddicate ba ance between wedth and justice was overturned by lobbyists, lavyers, and a Congress
increasingly owned by powerful specid interests. Rule by the privileged few now mocks equality for the
many.

Whether or not we can awveaken as apeople, restore a healthier baance, and save the nation from the worst
impulses of our dl-too-human nature remain unanswered questions with dicey Las V egas odds, but we
will know considerably more about those possibilities by August, 2007.

Bill Herbst residesin Olympia, W ashington. To learn about his tel ephone sessions with clients go to
hisweb dte at www.billherbst.com, and click on the link in the upper right corner for Sessions FAQ.
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