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- Dear friends,
,:f ' ‘x‘ This month’s newsl etter tekes on a hot topic in current events,

examining the underlying redities through the lens of astrology.

THE DuALITY OF LOVE

The culture wars between rdigious traditionaism and secular humanism have broken out onyet another
front—the issue of gay unions—amplifying what was previously a skirmish lineinto afull-fledged battle
Aggressive activism by the Massachusetts Supreme Court in ordering the state legislaure to enact laws
dlowing gays to legdly marry has led to the civil disobedience of the San Francisco Mayor’ s office in
issuing mariage permits for gays in direct opposition to Cdifornialaw. Predictably, these actions have
provoked areaction in President Bush's endorsement of a proposed Constitutiona amendment to restrict
the institution of marriage in America to men with women only.

These devel opments are not especidly surprising, given tha Ruto’s passage through Sagittarius (1995-
2008) represents the death of socid agreement through the eruption of extreme ideas and polarized
beiefs. Just about every issue that might divide us will emerge during this 14-year period, and we still
have four more conflict-laden years to go before Pluto moves into Capricorn (which will signa the onset
of anew death phase afecting institutions, governments, and monetary economies).

I hold no illusions aout beng ableto change anyone’s opinions or bdiefs about homosexuality in general
or gay mariage in paticular. Whichever camp one occupies is likdy to be entrenched, sowe ether spesk
to those who dready agree with us (in essence, preaching to the chair...) or we antagonize those who
disagree (which amounts to pissing inthewind...).

Rather than trying to change minds and win converts, however, I'll offer another perspective on love, s,
and intimacy in human experience. In sodoing, | hope to provide food for thought.



History and Change

Way back when (and | mean way, way back), Mother Nature sd ected for our species a bipolar method of
reproduction. The change of a single chromosome, from X toY, biologicdly differentiates the members
of homo sapiens—ad| of whom begin life as feminine—into haf men and half women. In the language of
evolution and the earthly environments of the last two million years, thismethod of sexua reproduction
through the coupling of individuad men withindividua women worked to ensure surviva of our species.
Unlike human beings, however, Mother Nature is unconcerned with tradition. She cares only about wha
works. With the advent of science and genetic technologies, however, the day isfast goproaching when
reproduction can and will be achieved without heterosexud unions.

On mord, ethicd, socid, pragmatic, and even spiritud leves, we are now debating the re aive merits of
genetic engineering as away to make new human bengs. In general, traditiondists argue that this method
of reproduction is aviolaion of naturd law and therefore spiritudly immord. Secularists respond with the
argument that evolutionary change IS the natural order of things, and that dingingto outmoded methods
of lifeis simply an exercisein futility.

Regardless of the debaters’ sincerity, however the way ahead is dear: Unless we are willing to roll back
300 years of scientific revolution, nothing will stop this next phase of human reproduction. And yet, we
need not throw out the baby with the bathwater (sorry, tha's a paticularly ripe metgphor). While we
cannot say for suretha agiven reality is“eternal,” some principles are indeed more enduring than others.
Heterosexudity isnot headed for the trash heap of human experience, but its meanings need to change in
human consciousness to kegp pace with our earthly and spiritud evolution.

Masculineand Feminine

Astrology holds that each human being is atwo-sided creature. One side is masculing, the other feminine
The masculine sideis represented symbolicdly and in our charts by the planet Mars. The feminine side
corrdates in the same way to the planet Venus.

These essentid correspondences were enlarged in popular culture some years ago, a least supeficidly,
with the publication of John Gray’s best-selling book and accompanying workshops, entitled “Men are
from Mars, Women are from Venus.” Significantly, however, Mr. Gray is NOT an astrologer. Tha is
obvious from the book’s title itsdf. From an astrological standpoint, thetitle should read “Masculinity is
from Mars, Femininity is from Venus.” Changing two words may seem to the casud eye an
inconsequentid distinction, but the subtle differences are actudly quite profound, and crucd to our
evolving understanding of our oursdves as human beings.

Biology is not destiny. It's important, of course, but biology isnot the dominant eement in our identities
as human beings. The fact tha we are biologically one sex does not cancel out the other in us. Culturd
and psychologicd factors may cause us toidentify much more strongly with our biologicd type, either
made or femde, but the other remains part of our psyche. Any pulling away from baance leaves one side
illuminated (the front) and the other doaked in darkness (the back).

A critical aspect of spiritud growth on the long path toward maturity is our willingness to explore the
inner shadow, those parts of oursdves that are normdly kept hidden from others or even from oursel ves,
so tha we reintegrate into our awareness the previously unconscious and dispossessed dements of sdf.
For some of us, thisroad is so naturd as to be inevitable for others, itis difficult and even dangerous,
since erasing the line between light and shadow in onesdf can cause a least temporary chaos and
confusion.

This isone reason why fundamentdist religions often forbid such inward explorations. Faith based on
hard-and-fast rules, trust in authority, and adherence to the norm atracts devotees who are spiritudly
much “younger” and more insecure, saisfying their psychological need for the attificial darity of absolute
certainty. On the other side of thissocid divide are those who fed agreaer tolerance for ambiguity and
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paradox. Many of the politicd, cultural, and spiritua conflicts inour country have their roots in this basic
difference in temperament. About haf of us in America need to see the world in black-and-white terms.
By contrast, the other hdf interprets reality as infinite shades of gray. Where does astrology stand relative
to these conflicting points of view?

TheAstrological View of I ntimacy

Since astrology teaches that each of us has a masculine side AND afeminine side, the extension of that
dudity leads to an insight that isinitidly provocative—namdy, that dl intimate rd aionships are
inherently heterosexud. Let me write that again with emphasis:

ALL intimate rdationships are INHERENTLY heterosexud.

That sounds dmost like fundamentdist reigion, right? Ah, but here s the rub: The actud workings of this
universal heterosexudity have less to do with biologicad types than with the chemistry of our duad nature.
In other words, the masculine in each of us dways seeks out the feminine in others, and vice versa—the
femininein each of us isdways responsive to the masculine in others.

When any two people feel stirred toward intimacy in rdationship, it's as if FOUR different people were
present. And though the image may seem comic & first, the best metgphor for tha connection is a
DOUBLE DATE. When you and | come together, two separae couples exist—a par of masculine-
feminine beloveds. Your masculine side with my feminine side, and your femde side with my mde side.

What's difficult for some people to accept isthat thistwo-way masculine-f eminine double-dae paring
occurs regardless of the biologicd types involved. The chemicd structure of atraction is the same for a
man and a woman together, two men together, or two women together. Our biologicd types do not dter
the chemica equations of intimacy.

Revealing the secrets of passion and romance is endlessly compeling, and astrology offers morein this
regard than most other languages. Wha first drew meto technicd astrology 34 years ago was its ability
not only to describe the specific and usudly different characters of the man and woman in each of us
(through the placements of Mars and Venus in natd charts by sign, house, and aspects), but dsoto predict
accuratdy how these dud sides would connect to the masculine and feminine sides of others.

The permutations are fascinating. Let's say that youand | embark upon an intimeate relationship, with our
“double date’ of two couples. Your mae may be chemically enthrdled by my femmein ways that are hot
and passionate, while my mde and your femme may be gentler and more romantic together. One couple
in usmay be more emotiond, the other more pragmatic, or one couple could be dominant and visible,
while the other is shy and retiring. We could even have a chemistry where one of our pared sides is
profoundly connected, while the other par are essentially strangers to each other, unresponsive or
indifferent.

In my work with dients, I've devised a system of 28 caegories of Mars-Venus/Venus-Mars connections
between any two people. These categories are ranked for “compatibility,” though | have misgivings about
using that buzzword. No system in astrology isfalsafe for predicting intimate potentid, but thisone does
suggest that ablend of connections works best: heat and conflict (eros) on one side, with flow and
harmony (agape) characterizing the other.

Bdanceis important. If too much heet exists in the dua coupling between two individuds, the
relationship tends to burn itsdf out in discord and passion, like an itch tha won't go avay no mater how
much it's scratched, so tha the individuads eventudly rub each other raw, turning attraction to repulsion.
When too much easy harmony is present in the shared chemistry, the reationship leans awvay from deep
intimacy toward the cooler sharing of sodid friendship. And when the Mars-Venus pairs are not
chemicdly connected a dl, people may still creae love afairs, but they tend to discover over time that
whatever drew them together was supeficid or otherwise not enduring, so that each person looks back
later on the courtship and wonders how he or she could ever have been drawn to the other.
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Theinteractions of Mars and Venus in our charts represent only one combination among many others in
our charts. In fact, seemingly endless factors influence human atraction, the totd of which goes far
beyond astrology. After thousands of years, we have not yet plumbed the depths of intimacy, which
remains fascinating and ultimady mysterious. Human coupling cannot be reduced to aformula, and no
amount of restrictive socid legislation will prevent people from coming together.

Sex and romance a e often disturbed in human afairs, but their compdling power is unquestioned. Laws
will not stop people from following their hearts.

Bill Herbst resides in Minneapolis Minnesota. To schedule an astrological sesson, either in-person locally or
long-distance via telephone, send an email to bill@billherbst.com, or call 612-207-4486 and |eave a voicemail.
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